
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2020, 9:30 AM 

CALL TO ORDER: 9:34 a.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. 

INVOCATION: Pastor Bruce gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member Cunningham. 

Absent: Council Member Schue 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Michelle Kaufman, Recreation Coordinator; Alicia Quintero, Recreation Assistant; Tina 
Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear of the Desert Messenger announced they are going live on 
Facebook; they are doing the first live-streaming meeting so that folks can stay home and 
watch the meeting. She noted that she hopes the Emergency Community Outreach 
Committee will use and include the local media in their process including the Desert 
Messenger and KBUX because they reach more local people than anyone else. She 
spoke of how it has been challenging to get correct information and noted that better 
communication from Town Hall is needed. She also announced that she and Monica 
Timberlake started a new Facebook Group called Quartzsite Community COVID 
Resources on which there is a lot of information includ_ing some from the CDC and the 
World Health Organization. She added that if our community gets to the place where it 
would get a little hairy, this would be an opportunity for folks to put in, on Facebook, what 
their needs are, and she spoke of how this is already helping those in need. 

Tom Hack shared some of the facts on COVID-19 that he found in two different 
newspapers and three different articles. He said he has yet to find any website with facts 
and figures that are based on reality, and he wants the Town to inform the citizens of the 
facts before it goes closing more things down like the Library. He spoke of British 
volunteers in clinics working on vaccines, and of two articles from the Bullhead City News 
seeming to indicate that the virus is not that serious. 
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Marilyn McFate noted that she has been through a lot of disasters since the ?Os including 
her time with the Red Cross. She gave recommendations on how to stay healthy and 
asked that people call their neighbors and relatives to cheer them up. 

Monica Timberlake, Quartzsite resident, noted that the numbers of people testing positive 
for the virus is doubling every two days. She asked how many tests had actually been 
done in La Paz County. She said she personally knows people who have gone to 
hospitals with many of the symptoms and have been told that because they were not in 
contact with somebody that the hospital knows has it, they do not get a test. She added 
that we do not know if it is here or not and recommended erring on the side of caution to 
protect our residents. 

BUSINESS: 

2. Declaration of Local Public Health Emergency in the Town of Quartzsite,
Arizona

Town Manager Ferguson stated that the Emergency Proclamation basically establishes 
what has been going on at our federal level, our state level, our county level and 
worldwide; it in no way establishes any specific guidelines. He said we are not suggesting 
that people shut down their businesses; it does nothing more than to support what has 
been going on at the world, federal and state levels. He noted that we take our direction 
from them; this simply notes that we acknowledge what is happening and puts the Town 
on record as being supportive of the process. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that many of the calls he has received have been 
to ask him what the Town is doing because they have not really seen anything. He 
explained that the Proclamation establishes the framework for us so that we can begin to 
do a little bit more communication and we can be ready should things change. He noted 
that from what we are seeing, things could change rather rapidly. He said we try to avoid 
these kinds of meetings in a situation like this, but the fact is we are governed by the 
Open Meeting Law and it is imperative that we have our meetings open. He said that we 
think the Declaration is important to put us on record, as a town, that we see this as 
potentially a very serious issue for our community, especially since so many of our 
residents are elderly. 

Council Member Cunningham said she concurred with what the Town Manager said, and 
she agrees that we should take precautions and be cautious. 

Council Member Goldberg said she concurred as well; she thanked the Town Manager 
and staff for their efforts and dedication to the safety and health of our community. 

Council Member Amon also thanked the Town Manager and staff of the Town Hall for 
taking the measures they have already taken, and she spoke of the recommendation that 
people be concerned and pay attention to national concurrence. She said she applauds 
our government. 
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Council Member BearCat noted that she has been following this quite closely, nationally 
and internationally and found a lot of false and good information. She said the Town is in 
communications with the authorities. She asked who would be on the Outreach 
Committee, what the purpose is of the Outreach Committee, what they will do and how 
they will protect themselves when they interact with the public. She explained that the 
Council is going to be overseeing the Town Manager and if the Council does not like what 
he is doing, they will stop it. She said we have to go by the guidelines of the Health 
Department and the federal and the state; we have our residents' health and welfare at 
the forefront. She commented that businesses can help themselves by keeping the 
distance with their customers as many large corporations have done. She said she too 
would rather err on the side of caution. 

Vice Mayor Warner thanked the Town Manager and staff, and she commented that she 
relies heavily on their advice because they are the ones who are in touch with the Federal, 
State and La Paz County Health Departments. She explained that they are not going to 
try to make any new rules for anybody here in Quartzsite; they are going to follow those 
guidelines to the letter as best they can. She announced that if anyone had any questions, 
she was sure the Town Hall would be able to answer them and as long as everyone stays 
six feet away, the Council will be happy to answer them as well. 

Mayor Simpson commented that this is not a black and white issue, not everyone can 
stay at home and we still have to have contact with people - healthcare and the economy 
could not function. He suggested that everyone think about their actions now that will 
impact the long-term, the future. He noted that he, too, concurs with the Town Manager 
in doing this. He let everyone know that his restaurant has Wi-Fi which people need 
especially now. He shared some of the safety measures taken in his restaurant. 

Dennis Vosper of KBUX noted that the promoted hygiene practices should have been 
done all along, and he spoke of the flu's annual death toll. He commented that the Town 
Manager suggested that in the Proclamation there are no set guidelines and it is kind of 
innocuous, but in one of the Statutes that are referenced, A.RS. § 26-311, it does specify 
that once this declaration is made, the Town can put these guidelines in. He said he thinks 
it is important to know that it is not necessarily the possibility of the Town doing kind of 
what it wants how it sees fit, it is that there can be guidelines; it does specify curfews or 
possible ordering closures of businesses and closing to public access any public 
buildings, street, or public place. He continued that it also specifies in the Statutes about 
those that willingly fail or refuse to obey a lawful order or regulation issued; so, the Town 
can be issuing additional regulations once these powers are in place; the power changes 
when this Proclamation goes in; our liberties can be curtailed to a greater extent. He said 
he thinks that needs to be emphasized. He noted that if someone fails to obey what the 
Town has put in place under this power, it is a Class 1 Misdemeanor which is up to six 
months in jail with a $2,500 fine. He said this changes the structure; he asked if, under 
this new regulation, it will be a Misdemeanor 1 if he sat closer than six feet from someone. 
He explained that he does agree with everything the Town is doing with this; he suggested 
that there be an inclusion of some time frame on the Proclamation. He spoke of a county 
in Utah that placed a time frame of 30 days on their emergency; he said there is no time 
frame whatsoever within this Proclamation; it is open-ended. He said he would request 
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that there be a limitation in place. He indicated that in the referenced county in Utah, at 
the 30-day mark, they will bring it up to a vote again and re-issue the proclamation. He 
said the idea of an open-ended proclamation does not bring comfort to him. 

Marilyn McFate noted that in the light that she has worked 14 years with the Police 
Department checking on the elderly, it appears that we need to remind them to drink 
liquids. She asked that people reach out to friends to give them hope, but do not touch 
them. 

Council Member Goldberg said we do have a Neighborhood Watch Program in the Town 
of Quartzsite, and the Town Manager has authorized the Chief in the Police Department 
to assist. She commented on posting to the Neighborhood Watch Captains, which we do 
have in place, just to kind of make sure they are keeping watch on their neighborhood. 
She said the other thing we do have in Quartzsite is a phone tree where we have a group 
of individuals that will call and say hi, ask how they are doing and if they need anything. 
She indicated that information is in the Desert Messenger and will be given upon 
contacting Council Member Goldberg, Lois DuPre or Marilyn McFate. 

Council Member Amon said she concurred with Mr. Vosper about putting a time limit on 
this Emergency Declaration. 

Mayor Simpson said he also agrees with Mr. Vosper; it is good to watch some of these 
timelines and seeing that we are not permanently giving away controls. He asked if we 
were not already under controls from the State and Federal on this; he said as they have 
priority over us, even if we decided, if they send a State directive or a Federal directive, 
we are still obligated by that. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that is absolutely correct. He said the Statutes are 
established to give a local response, basically, but the guidelines are really set by the 
Federal and the State. 

Mayor Simpson noted that enforcement is the concern now, at this point (referencing an 
audience member's question). 

Town Manager Ferguson said, at this point in time, we are not enacting any new 
guidelines or laws that would change; if you jaywalked before, we could have stopped 
you and ticketed you; we normally do not and do not intend to. He said we want to be 
able to respond quickly and we do not want to have to call another Town Council meeting 
to be able to enact something should we have additional guidelines from the Federal or 
the State that need to be enacted upon. 

Council Member BearCat said she concurred with Dennis, we should re-look at this in 30 
days. She said it is out there that our Courts are shut down, our Magistrate Court and so 
on. She said she has enquired and received no answer on that. She asked if the Courts 
are shut down and if they are, how we enforce anything. 
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Town Manager Ferguson responded that we must remember the fact that we have Open 
Meeting Laws; he said he does not want to get too far off of the agenda, but he will give 
a report after this and he will try to cover all he can for them as to what he knows. 

Sam Scrappy said he owns property and has a house in Town, and they travel; he said 
they live in Arkansas. He asked if we are quarantined, could he still leave Town. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that is not something we would establish at the local 
level; it will be up to the Federal Government and or State Government; we would not 
have any say in that matter. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he agrees with the timeline, and it makes perfect sense to 
him. He said the only guideline we have is that once it is declared, you cannot change it 
for 24 hours. 

Council Member Goldberg moved that we adopt a Declaration of Local Public Health 
Emergency in the Town of Quartzsite, Arizona with an addition of a 60-day Council or 
Town review. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

3. Report of the Town Manager

• Establishment of an Emergency Community Outreach Committee.
• Actions currently being taken by the Town.

Town Manager Ferguson said we are doing some things that he thinks most people are 
already aware of, but one thing we are going to do additionally is to make sure there is a 
proper coordination going on and that there is additional communication at this time to 
ensure that those of our citizens who are shut-in are being reached. He said all we are 
doing is establishing a committee that would be an Outreach Committee; we are not giving 
them power to go out and start making changes; they will not have such authority 
whatsoever. He said it is simply an Outreach Committee to ensure that the folks at the 
Senior Center, as they come up with issues, have a channel to communicate that. He 
said this Outreach Committee will be our eyes and ears and help us to reach out to these 
other agencies that already exist and are providing services to our citizens and see if 
there is something more that we can do. He said, in terms of guidelines, that is basically 
it; we have not been giving them any direction at this point in time and in fact, we are still 
not complete in terms of putting people together except for one person, Bruce Swart. He 
said the media will play a role because they are going to help communicate for us those 
things that we need to get out to make sure that they understand what we are trying to 
do. He said they will also be a feedback to us to let us know if there is something that is 
different in the way that we operate that is not working. 
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Bruce Swart announced that anyone who would like to be a part of the Outreach 
Committee should contact him and or the Town Manager. He said he would like to see 
representation from different areas of Town, a businessperson and maybe someone from 
the Senior Center, somebody from the media, so that we have different areas covered. 
He indicated that a broad area of people is needed to help us on this committee and 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Mayor Simpson explained that the Town Council is not partisan in this community; he 
said we do not have precincts; all of our Council Members are at large meaning each 
Council Member represents the whole community. He told the audience to feel free to 
contact any Council Member with any of their concerns; Council Members vote based on 
what is better for the community. 

Council Member BearCat asked for an answer on her question about the Courts. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that with the direction we have been given from the federal 
and the state, the first thing we did is shut down those operations that are not essential 
including the Library because we did feel very seriously that we needed to cut back on 
the congregating that does happen at our Library. He said it is the same way with the 
Community Center. He said we made some changes to our Transit System in terms of 
our routing; we are not going to be taking as many out-of-town trips; they want to focus 
on the medical needs and grocery shopping that may be needing to occur. He said we 
are giving a little bit of additional assistance, so we are calling grocery stores, before we 
make any of these trips, to see if they have certain supplies. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that the judges in the County did decide that they 
will be closed for the next month for their hearings. He said in terms of enforcement, there 
are still other ways to enforce, they will have to wait a bit, but they will still have to pay 
that ticket. He said our Officers are still out there enforcing the law the same way that they 
have in the past. He said the judges spoke and they were concerned that, in many cases, 
people congregate during periods of time and they wanted to ensure that did not occur. 
He said it does not change the process except it elongates it for a little bit of a period of 
time. He said we have limited power over the Courts; he said the Municipal Court does 
not answer to him; the Magistrate is appointed by the Council, but they have fairly 
extensive authority and power over the Court itself. He said that just like with himself, the 
Council can remove the Magistrate, but they have a lot more restrictions from the State 
as to the guidelines for doing so. He said you have to have more of a reason than you 
just did not like that they closed the Court for a day; the State Courts will not support you 
in that regard. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that our system of government is basically the same 
whether it is the federal, the state or the local; we have the legislative, we have the 
executive and we have the judicial and there is some independence there that we have 
to respect, so that is what is occurring there right now. He said he was not aware of that 
himself and he indicated that Council Member BearCat actually made him aware. He said 
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he had talked to the Judge prior to their having their meeting with all the other judges and 
so he had not gotten a report at that time. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 10:29 a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting of March 23, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on March 23, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 14th day of April 2020. 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 
J . 

�/�� 
Norm Simpson, Mayor V 
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